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Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, May 30th, 2019 Special Meeting 4:00 PM 

  John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St. 

             Southington 

                               Minutes 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio, Mr. 

Berkmoes, and Mr. Pocock. *Mr. Barry was present via speakerphone call-in. Also in 

attendance were Ex-Officio Members David Lavallee, Assistant Town 

Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner and Rob Phillips, Planning Director.  

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 PM  

 

Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 3/28/19; minutes were tabled. 

 

Report from the Chair: Chair Miceli deferred her report; Item D under discussion was 

voted to be brought forth first. The Curtiss Open Space Gravity Sewer Line was 

reintroduced for support from the committee. Mr. Curtiss had various requests regarding 

the route of the sewer line such as clearing width, parking access, ongoing maintenance 

of the site, surface treatment (woodchips), a memorial plaque, and various plantings that 

he would like to see in the vicinity of the sewer line; all conditions were met via an 

agreement signed by all parties. A motion to support the project was made by Mr. 

Borowy, second by Mr. Chaplinsky with all in favor.  

 

Discussion item A was next; Owen McLaughlin from the Southington Region 

Agricultural Program had requested the committee discuss his plans for the treatment of 

invasive Autumn Olive shrubs at the Brandenburg Open Space Property. Participants in 

the program must have 100 hours of service during the Summer in a related activity. 5 or 

6 students will work in groups to prune back and cut the shrubs then treat with “Brush be 

Gone”. A waiver for working on town property will be signed by the guardians in the 

Town Manager’s Office. No power equipment will be used. Mr. McLaughlin also stated 

that if there are other areas that may need treatment on our Open Space holdings, he 

could do work there as well. The committee voted to approve the work upon a motion by 

Mr. Borowy, second by Mr. Chaplinsky with all in favor.  

 

*At this time, 4:20, Mr. Barry left the conversation and the voting portion of the meeting 

ceased. 

 

 



Item B: Open Space parcel maintenance was the next item discussed; Mr. Lavallee and 

Mr. Phillips took a look at various open space parcels throughout the town to assess what 

upkeep may be needed. Regular inspections will take place in the Fall, Spring, and 

Summer and all reports generated will be presented to the O.S. Committee. Chair Miceli 

will also reach out to the Farm Heritage Committee to discuss any concerns over 

properties under the combined purview of their committee as well as Open Space’s.  The 

fields at Novick’s Open Space, for example, need attention. Mr. Lavallee will reach out 

to KB Equine to make sure horse manure is cleared from both the Novick and Griffin 

trails. The pollinator garden at Novick’s is in progress. A grant was received from the 

Main Street Foundation to establish a pollinator-friendly space here. Minor trail work is 

needed at the Korin, Curtiss, and Johnson Open Space parcels; Mr. Lavallee will 

coordinate.  

 

Item C: Train Depot Update; the Canal Street Depot will be open until Labor Day from 9-

4. New displays will be open when staffed.  

 

The meeting ended at 5:00.  


